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Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen is one of the novels which give an insight into the gender roles in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. The gender roles in the novel encompass a variety of issues such as society's expectations and perceptions. Austen also shows how women in the period faced numerous struggles relating to their identity. The women in the society also hold a vulnerable position with gender-influenced roles as well as stereotypes and prejudices. The gender roles adhered to by men differ greatly in the novel with different social expectations to the actions or nature of interactions. 
Men are given a superior role in Jane Austen’s sense and sensibility. Men are viewed as the educated and the superior in society. The novel displays differences in the interests of the men and men in the society in the period. As men were interested in obtaining the education to help in fighting financial difficulties, women were more devoted to obtaining a husband to help with the financial challenges. The expectations of society on women are a major influence on gender roles. The roles and opportunities for women in society are limited as they are not excepted to inherit property or have careers as their male counterparts. This means that the women are expected to have no economic influence or power which makes them more vulnerable in society. This gives a different role to marriage and the real reasons why women are involved in marriage in the 1700s (Melz, 2016).
Marriage is viewed differently in society with more of an economic benefit to the women. Women have little to no opportunities in society and are expected to have no careers and inheritance. Marriage and the man a woman marries in society determine her future as well as her fortune. As the men in the families are expected to be the financial providers through their careers and inheritances, women are expected to be dutiful to the men they marry. Their economic position makes them more vulnerable as well as with little choice in marriage due to its necessity to women in fighting financial challenges. A society where only men are expected to own property or income also shows social order as well as discrimination. There are various prejudices and stereotypes subjected to women which contribute to the expectations of women in society (Melz, 2016).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The gender roles in Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen also help in developing the characters and personalities of the different genders. Men are portrayed as materialistic and more intelligent with more education and carrier opportunities being accorded to them. Women on the other hand are expected to be upstanding and dutiful. Jane Austen also presents her female characters as clever, ambitious as well as thoughtful as they strive to survive in a society dominated by men. The persistence displayed by women like Lucy helps them in exerting some power and control over their husbands (Austen, 2004).  Lucy is one of the ladies which are focused on chasing what they want in the society and ends up with a wealthy husband. Although some of the characters which depict these personalities are not some of the best in the novel, the author uses them in showing how the women in a man dominate society were forced to become clever, calculating, and even persistent to obtain a share of power in a society where men dominate. Fanny is also an example of a woman who exerts an amount of control over her husband by convincing him to cease giving money to his sisters. 
Austen also displays the women to be living under the mercy of the men who dominate the society they live in. The relationships between the women and their husbands are key determinants of the life a woman lives in the society.  an example of this is shown by the abandonment of Eliza and her daughter by Willoughby. Their abandonment leads her and her daughter to desperate situations. Other women in the society are also afraid of this fate or the fate of failing to get a good husband. Women who manage to get a good husband like Lucy are considered to have had a successful fate. The nature of life by an individual is highly determined by the eligibility of the husband one manages to marry. The men in the society are also allowed to marry multiple wives in a society that is generally patriarchal (Perkins, 2019).
Conclusion 
Jane Austen used the novel Sense and Sensibility to represent the great changes that have occurred over time on gender roles and social expectations. Although the novel is based on life at the start of the 19th century, there are various inequalities in society that the readers can identify. The role of women in society has greatly changed. The opportunities to acquire land or property, as well as education, were all accorded to men according to Sense and Sensibility (Perkins, 2019). Women were taught to observe behavior and character while their future fortunes depended on the eligibility of their future husbands. With Jane Austen being a female writer of the novel, she shows how greatly society has changed based on the opportunities accorded to women. Unlike the women in the society around the 1700s and early 1800s, Jane has the opportunity for education as well as becoming a publisher. 
The journal works greatly as a critic of the various social prejudices and stereotypes subjected to women at the time. Although the writer ensures that she maintains respect for culture in her writing, the readers of her novel can easily see the injustice accorded to women during this period. Society expectations of women are also dominated by stereotypes and prejudices like women are not allowed to work or own property (Perkins, 2019).  The women in the novel are also revolutionists. They use their position in marriage in exerting some power and control over their husbands in a male-dominated society. The rebellion by the women in the novel as they try to control their husbands also signifies a great step in the emergence of feminism. 
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